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Geography played a key role in the development of Egyptian
cvilization. The Nile River brought life to Egypt and allowed
it to thrive. The river was 50 important to people in this region
that a Greek historian named Herodotus (hi-AHD-uh-tuhs)
called Egypt the gift of the Nile.

Location and Physical Features
‘The Nile is the longest river in the world. It begins in central
Africa and runs north through Egypt to the Mediterranean Sea,
a distance of over 4,000 miles. The civilization of ancient Egypt
developed along a 750-mile stretch of the Nile.

Ancient Egypt included two regions, a southern region and
a northern region. The southern region was called Upper Egypt.
Itwas so named because it was located upriver in relation to the
Nile’s flow. Lower Egypt, the northern region, was located down-
river. The Nile sliced through the desert of Upper Egypt. There, it
created a fertile river valley about 13 miles wide. On either side
of the Nile lay hundreds of miles of bleak desert sands.



[image: image3.png]As you can see on the map, the Nile
flowed through rocky, hilly land south
of Egypt. At several points, this rough
terrain caused cataracts, or rapids, to form.
‘The first cataract, located 720 miles south
of the Mediterranean Sea, marked the
southern border of Upper Egypt. Five more
cataracts lay farther south. These cataracts
made sailing on that portion of the Nile
very difficult.




[image: image4.png]In Lower Egypt, the Nile divided into
several branches that fanned out and
flowed into the Mediterrancan Sea. These
branches formed a delta, a triangle-shaped
area of land made from soll deposited by a
river. In ancient times, swamps and marsh-
es covered much of the Nile Delta. Some
two-thirds of Egypt’s fertile farmland was
located in the Nile Delta.




[image: image5.png]The Floods of the Nile
Because little rain fell in the region, most
of Egypt was desert. Each year, however,
rainfall far to the south of Egypt in the
highlands of East Africa caused the Nile
to flood. The Nile's floods were easier to
predict than those of the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers in Mesopotamia. Almost
every year, the Nile flooded Upper Egypt in
mid-summer and Lower Egypt in the fall.
The Nile's flooding coated the land
around it with a rich silt. As in Mesopota-
mia, the silt made the soil ideal for farming.
‘The silt also made the land a dark color.
‘That is why Egyptians called their country
the black land. They called the dry, lifeless
desert beyond the river valley the red land.
Each year, Egyptians eagerly awaited the
flooding of the Nile. For them, the river’s
floods were a life-giving miracle. Without
the floods, people never could have farmed

in Egypt.




	Essential Question


	·  Describe the political, religious and economic systems created by the Egyptians to build their advanced civilization.

	Reflection: _________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________




	         Standards

	History/Social Science

	HSS 6.2 – Analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the early civilizations of Egypt.
6.2.1 – Locate and describe major river systems and discuss the physical settings that supported permanent settlement and early civilizations.
6.2.2 – Trace the development of agricultural techniques that permitted the production of economic surplus and the emergence of cities as centers of culture and power.

6.2.3 – Understand the relationship between religion and the social and political order in Egypt.
6.2.5 – Discuss the main features of Egyptian art and architecture.
6.2.6 – Describe the role of Egyptian trade in the eastern Mediterranean and Nile valley.
6.2.7 – Understand the significance of Queen Hatshepsut and Ramses the Great.
6.2.9 – Trace the evolution of language and its written forms.


Mesopotamian Vocabulary
1. Afterlife – life after death
2. Cataracts – rapids
3. Dynasty – series of rulers from the same family
4. Elite – people of wealth and power
5. Engineering – the application of scientific knowledge for practical purposes
6. Hieroglyphics – pictograph writing of the Egyptians
7. Middle Kingdom – a period of order and stability which lasted to about 1750 BC
8. Mummies – specially treated bodies of the deceased wrapped in cloth
9. New Kingdom – the period during which Egypt reached the height of its power and glory
10. Nobles – people from rich and powerful families
11. Obelisk – a tall, four sided pillar that is pointed on top
12. Old Kingdom – a period in Egyptian history that lasted for about 500 years, from about 2700 to 2200 BC
13. Papyrus – a long lasting, paper-like material made from reeds
14. Pharaoh – the title used by the rulers of Egypt
15. Pyramids – huge, stone tombs with four triangle-shaped sides that met in a point on top.
16. Rosetta Stone – a huge stone slab with the sane message written in hieroglyphics, Greek and a later form of Egyptian.
17. Sphinxes – imaginary creatures with the bodies of lions and the heads of other animals or humans
18. Trade routes – paths that traders follow
	Instructions: Respond to each statement twice: once before reading and again after reading. Write “A” if you agree with the statement. Write “D” if you disagree with the statement.

	Response Before Reading
	Topic:
Early Humans
	Response After Reading

	
	The Nile is the longest river in the world.

	

	
	The northern part of Egypt was known as Upper Egypt.

	

	
	The Nile river flooded in the same way that the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers flooded.

	

	
	Just like in Mesopotamia, Egyptian rulers were believed to be chosen by the gods.

	

	
	Egypt’s geography left them open to attack from other civilizations.

	

	
	The Middle Kingdom unified Upper and Lower Egypt.

	

	
	Ramses the Great was a Pharaoh during the New Kingdom.

	

	
	Egyptian writing was called hieroglyphics and was mainly written on clay tablets with a Stylus.

	

	
	Like the Mesopotamians, Egyptians believed that all people went on to the afterlife.

	

	
	The majority of Egyptians were involved in agriculture.

	

	
	While the exteriors of Egyptian temples were decorated the interiors were left undecorated.

	


Visual Reading Guide

Directions: Use chapter 3 to complete the following guide.

	Step 1:

Identification
	Step 2:

Analysis of the Graphic

	Graphic
	What is this graphic showing me?
	Why is this graphic important to our topic?

	Pg. 89
Ancient Egypt

	
	

	Pg. 94 
Egyptian Society

	
	

	Pg. 96-97
Mummies and the Afterlife

	
	

	Pg. 103
Egyptian Trade, c. 1400 BC

	
	

	Pg. 110-111
The Temple of Karnak
	
	


Based on the graphics I studied, I think that the main idea of this section will be …
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Directions: Use page 89 in the text to label the following: Mediterranean Sea, Red Sea, Sinai Peninsula, Lower Egypt, Upper Egypt, Nubia, Kush, Western Desert, Eastern Desert, Nile River, Blue Nile River, White Nile River Nile Delta.  Label the cities Pe, Nekhen, Memphis, Thebes. Use a red dash across the Nile to show the 6 cataracts.  Finally, draw green arrows showing the direction that the Nile river flows.  Add and label cities cataracts, and direction of the rivers flow.
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	TOPIC/OBJECTIVE: ________________________________

________________________________________________
	NAME: ____________________________

Block: ______ DATE:________________

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION: ____________________________________________________________________

	QUESTIONS:

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________
	[image: image6.png]vilization Develops

Egypt

‘The Nile provided both water and fertile
soil for farming. Over time, scattered farms
grew into villages and then cities. Eventu-
ally, an Egyptian civilization developed.




NOTES:
[image: image7.png]Increased Food Production
Hunter-gatherers first moved into the Nile
Valley more than 12,000 years ago. They
found plants, wild animals, and fish there
to cat. In time, these people learned how
to farm, and they settled along the Nile.
By 4500 BC, farmers living in small villages
‘grew wheat and barley.

As in Mesopotamia, farmers in Egypt
developed an irrigation system. Unlike
farmers in Mesopotamia, however, Egyp-
tian farmers did not need to build basins



[image: image8.png]for storing water. The Egyptians simply
built a series of canals to direct the river's
flow and carry water to their fields.

‘The Nile provided Egyptian farmers
with an abundance of food. In addition
to watering their crops, the Nile allowed
farmers to raise animals. Farmers in Egypt
grew wheat, barley, fruits, and vegetables.
‘They also raised cattle and sheep. The river
provided many types of fish, and hunt-
ers trapped wild geese and ducks along its
banks. Like the Mesopotamians, the Egyp-
tians enjoyed a varied diet.



  


SUMMARY:__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Output: Similarities and differences: Include color pictures and captions
[image: image9.png]Two Kingdoms

In addition to a stable food supply, Egypt's
location offered another advantage. It had
‘natural barriers that made it hard to invade
Egypt. The desert to the west was too
big and harsh to cross. To the north, the



[image: image10.png]Mediterranean Sea kept many enemies
‘away. More desert lands and the Red Sea to
the east provided protection against inva-
sion as well. In addition, cataracts in the
Nile made it difficult for invaders to sail in
from the south.





Connections: _______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Output: Provide neat work (1) ___ Use your creativity to demonstrate what you have learned in the notes: use colorful illustrations with captions, charts, short paragraphs (2) ____ Include connections to self, world,  text…., point of view (2) ____.                   

	TOPIC/OBJECTIVE: ________________________________

________________________________________________
	NAME: ____________________________

Block: ______ DATE:________________

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION: ____________________________________________________________________

	QUESTIONS:

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________
	NOTES:  

   


SUMMARY:__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Output
Directions: Use note pages 11 and 12 to create a graphic showing the Three Kingdoms of Ancient Egypt _______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Output: Provide neat work (1) ___ Use your creativity to demonstrate what you have learned in the notes: use colorful illustrations with captions, charts, short paragraphs (2) ____ Include connections to self, world,  text…., point of view (2) ____.                   
	TOPIC/OBJECTIVE: ___The Old Kingdom______________

________________________________________________
	NAME: ____________________________

Block: ______ DATE:________________

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION: ____________________________________________________________________

	QUESTIONS:

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________
	I. The Old Kingdom
1. Two Kingdoms
· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Kings Unify Egypt

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Early Pharaohs

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________


SUMMARY:__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	TOPIC/OBJECTIVE: _Middle and New Kingdoms_________ 
	

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION: ____________________________________________________________________

	QUESTIONS:

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
____________________________________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________
	II. The Middle Kingdom
1. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

III. The New Kingdom:_____________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1. Building an Empire 

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Invasions of Egypt

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

· __________________________________________________


SUMMARY:__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	TOPIC/OBJECTIVE: _Achievements________________
	

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION: ____________________________________________________________________

	QUESTIONS:

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	I. 1. Egyptian Writing
· _________________________________________________ _________________________________________________ 

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Egypt’s Great Temples 
· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Egyptian Art
· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________


SUMMARY:__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
	TOPIC/OBJECTIVE: _Egyptian Economy_____________

________________________________________________
	NAME: ____________________________

Block: ______ DATE:________________

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION: ____________________________________________________________________

	QUESTIONS:

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
__________________________
	1. Agriculture
· ______________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________ 

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Industry
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Trade
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________


SUMMARY:__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Directions: Use the graphic on page 94 and the text on pages 104-105 and then fill out the following social hierarchy diagram.  Draw a color picture representing the group in each segment of the pyramid and write a description in its corresponding box. 






















Religion of Ancient Egypt
The people of ancient Egypt developed their religion based on gods and goddesses and the powers that they had. They had a deep belief in the supernatural and that their lives were controlled by their deities.  In old Egypt, there were two Kingdoms called Lower Egypt and Upper Egypt. Both of these kingdoms had their own religions. When the two kingdoms became one many of the religious beliefs and cultures were combined. The Egyptian civilization lasted over 3,000 years and during this time many of the beliefs and customs changed. The people of ancient Egypt were also influenced by their main source of life, which was the Nile River. The Nile gave them water for growing crops, drinking, sailing and trade.
Ancient Egyptians believed that the world was flat and made of clay. They thought that it floated on a large sea of water and that the Nile River was one of the springs from this water. They thought that all of the forces of nature could be identified as the children of a creator god. They believed the universe was set in an established way of ‘balance’ as well as ‘truth’, and that this could not be changed.

The pharaoh was the king and leader of Egypt and was thought to be both man and god. He could control nature, protect the people, start wars and keep their country successful. The other gods and goddesses of ancient Egypt each had a job or role in the daily life and existence of ancient Egyptians and there were many temples built to honor them.

The ancient Egyptians participated in religious rituals and traditions so that their gods and goddesses would help to give them happy lives with an abundance of food. Priests and priestesses were assigned to the temples to help in watching over the contributions and helping the people pay tribute to the gods.  One of the most important holidays the Ancient Egyptians celebrated the new year with a festival called Wepet Renpet, or "opening of the year." The Egyptian New Year was not celebrated on an exact date because it corresponded with the Nile River's annual flooding. This typically occurred during the month of July. This event was significant to ancient Egyptians because it ensured the fertility of the farmlands for the following year. Wepet Renpet was celebrated with feasts and community gatherings.
Many of the ancient Egyptian gods and goddesses were thought to look like humans and animals. Each was show in pictures with different bodies or heads of animals, depending upon the type of job that the god might have and the power that they associated with the animal or bird.

The gods and goddesses were often set up in sets of two, each showing the opposite side, such as life and death. Other gods were associated together because they were similar, such as Amun, the god of hidden power who was paired with Ra, the god of the sun.

Some of their gods and goddesses were shown to be more powerful than others. They changed throughout the Egyptian history as some were raised above others.

One of their main beliefs was that when a person died they would go to an afterlife and live the same kind of life they had on earth. In order to live that kind of life they had to have their body and be able to take all of the things with them that they would need. This is why the Egyptians created mummies and put all of the possessions in the burial tombs.

The ancient Egyptians believed that in order to enter the afterlife, the person would go to the Hall of Truths and would have to take a test. Annubis, the god of the dead, would weigh the heart on a scale and on the other side of the scale would be an ostrich feather. If the feather weighed more than the heart, it showed that the person led a good life and they could enter the afterlife. If it didn’t the soul of the person would be eaten by Ammit, a female Egyptian demon that had the body of a lion and the head of a crocodile.

The ancient Egyptians devoted their lives to honoring their gods and goddesses through rituals and building temples to honor them.

Sources: classroom.synonym.com, www.historyforkids.net
Religion in Egypt
Directions: Use the Religion in Egypt sheet to complete the following items:

1.  Type of religion (circle one)

a. Monotheism
b. Polytheism
2. In Mesopotamia, the gods chose the kings.  How were kings (pharaohs) and gods connected in Egypt? 
3. What holiday/s were most important to the Sumerians?

4. What was the role of priests in the religion?

5.  What was the afterlife?

6. How did Egyptians enter the afterlife?

7. Describe the following:

a. Amun:

b. Ra:

c. Annubis:

d. Ammit:

Self Evaluation

Directions: Read each item. Evaluate your effort on each of the elements below using a scale of 1-5, 1 being almost no effort and 5 being all the effort that was required to do excellent work. To get your total score, add all of the individual scores.
	Pg.
	Item
	My Effort (1-5)
	Teacher’s score

	1
	Cover Page: & Self Evaluation (5 pts)
	
	

	2
	Essential Question and Standards (10 pts)
	
	

	4
	Anticipation/Reaction Guide (5 pts)
	
	

	5
	Visual Reading Guide (5pts)
	
	

	6
	Map (5 pts)
	
	

	7
	Notes 1 (5 pts)
	
	

	8
	Output 1 (5 pts)
	
	

	9
	Notes 2 (5 pts)
	
	

	10
	Output 2 (5 pts)
	
	

	11
	Notes 3 (5 pts)
	
	

	12
	Notes 4 (5 pts)
	
	

	13
	Notes 5 (5 pts)
	
	

	14
	Notes 6 (5 pts)
	
	

	15
	Social Structure (10 pts)
	
	

	16-17
	Religion Annotation and Questions (15pts)
	
	

	
	Total: 
	
	          /


SWBAT: describe the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the early civilizations of Ancient Egypt
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