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	Essential Question: How did early humans in the Paleolithic Era survive in harsh conditions?
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	NOTES:  
Stone Age Tools 
The first humans and their ancestors lived during a long period of time called the Stone Age. To help in their studies, archaeologists divide the Stone Age into three periods based on the kinds of tools used at the time. To archaeologists, a tool is any handheld object that has been modified to help a person accomplish a task. 
The first part Of the Stone Age is called the Paleolithic (pay-lee-uh-Ll-thik) Era, or Old Stone Age. It lasted until about 10,000 years ago. During this time people used stone tools. 
The First Tools 
Scientists have found the oldest tools in Tanzania, a country in East Africa. These sharpened stones, about the size of an adult's fist, are about 2.6 million years old.  Each stone had been struck with another rock to create a sharp, jagged edge along one side. This process left one unsharpened side that could be used as a handle. 
Scientists think that these first tools were mostly used to process food. The sharp edge could be used to cut, chop, or scrape roots, bones, or meat. Tools like these, called choppers, were used for about 2 million years. 
Later Tools 
Over time people learned to make better tools. For example, they developed the hand ax. They often made this tool out of a mineral called flint. Flint is easy to shape, and tools made from it can be very sharp.  People used hand axes to break tree limbs, to dig, and to cut animal hides. 
People also learned to attach wooden handles to tools. By attaching a wooden shaft to a stone point, for example, they invented the spear. Because a spear could be thrown, hunters no longer had to stand close to animals they were hunting. As a result, people could hunt larger animals.  Among the animals hunted by Stone Age people were deer, horses, bison, and elephantlike creatures called mammoths. 
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