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Life in the Old Kingdom

‘The First and Second Dynasties ruled Egypt for about four cen-
turies. Around 2700 BC, though, a new dynasty rose to power
in Egypt. Called the Third Dynasty, its rule began a period in
Egyptian history known as the Old Kingdom.

Early Pharaohs

“The Old Kingdom was a period in Egyptian history that lasted
for about 500 years, from about 2700 to 2200 BC. During this
time, the Egyptians continued to develop their political system.
‘The system they developed was based on the belief that the pha-
raoh, the ruler of Egypt, was both a king and a god.

The ancient Egyptians believed that Egypt belonged to the
gods. They believed that the pharaoh had come to carth in order
to manage Egypt for the rest of the gods. As a result, he had
absolute power over all land and people in Egypt.

But the pharaoh’s status as both king and god came with
‘many responsibilities. People blamed him if crops did not grow
well or if disease struck. They also demanded that the pharach
‘make trade profitable and prevent wars.
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The most famous pharaoh of the Old
Kingdom was Khufu (k00-fo0), who ruled
in the 25005 BC. Even though he is famous,
we know relatively little about Khufu's lfe.
Egyptian legend says that he was cruel,
but historical records tell us that the people
who worked for him were well fed. Khufu
is best known for the monuments that
were built to him.
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Egypt survived, but its empire in Asia
was gone. Shortly after the invasions of
the Hittites and the Sea Peoples, the New
Kingdom came to an end. Egypt fell into
a period of violence and disorder. Egypt
would never regain its power.




