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The Middle Kingdom

At the end of the Old Kingdom, the wealth and power of the
pharaohs declined. Building and maintaining pyramids cost a
lot of money. Pharaohs could not collect enough taxes to keep
up with their expenses. At the same time, ambitious nobles used
their government positions to take power from pharaohs.

In time, nobles gained enough power to challenge the pha-
raohs. By about 2200 BC the Old Kingdom had fallen. For the
next 160 years, local nobles ruled much of Egypt. The kingdom
had no central ruler.
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Finally, around 2050 BC, a powerful
pharaoh defeated his rivals, and once again
all of Egypt was united. His rule began the
‘Middle Kingdom, a period of order and.
stability which lasted to about 1750 BC.
Toward the end of the Middle Kingdom,
however, Egypt began to fall into disorder
once more.

Around 1750 BC, a group from South-
west Asia called the Hyksos (HIK-sohs)
invaded. They used horses, chariots, and
advanced weapons to conquer Lower
Egypt. The Hyksos ruled the region as
pharaohs for 200 years.

‘The Egyptians eventually fought back,
however. In the mid-1500s BC, Ahmose
(atM-ohs) of Thebes declared ~himself

king and drove the Hyksos out of Egypt.
Ahmose then ruled all of Egypt.
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Egypt survived, but its empire in Asia
was gone. Shortly after the invasions of
the Hittites and the Sea Peoples, the New
Kingdom came to an end. Egypt fell into
a period of violence and disorder. Egypt
would never regain its power.




