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The New Kingdom

Ahmose’s rise to power marked the begin-
ning of Egypt's eighteenth dynasty. More
importantly, it was the beginning of the New
Kingdom, the period during which Egypt
reached the height of its power and glory.
During the New Kingdom, which lasted
from about 1550 to 1050 BC, conquest and
trade brought wealth to the pharaohs.

Building an Empire
After battling the Hyksos, Egypt's leaders
feared future invasions. To prevent such
invasions from occurring, they decided to
take control of all possible invasion routes
into the kingdom. In the process, these
leaders tumned Egypt into an empire.
Egypt's first target was the homeland
of the Hyksos. After taking over that area,
the army continued north and conquered
Syria. As you can see from the map, Egypt
took over the entire eastern shore of the
Mediterranean and the kingdom of Kush,
south of Egypt. By the 1400s BC, Egypt was
the leading military power in the region.
Its empire extended from the Euphrates
River to southern Nubia.
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Military conquests made Egypt rich.
‘The kingdoms it conquered regularly sent
treasures to their Egyptian conquerors. For
cxample, the kingdom of Kush in Nubia
south of Egypt sent annual payments of
gold, leopard skins, and precious stones to
the pharaohs. In addition, Assyrian, Baby-
lonian, and Hittite kings sent expensive
gifts to Egypt in an effort to maintain good

relations.




