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Invasions of Egypt

Despite its great successes, Egypt’s military
might did not go unchallenged. In the
12005 BC the pharaoh Ramses (RAM-seez) I,
or Ramses the Great, fought the Hittites,
a group from Asia Minor. The two powers
fought fiercely for years, but neither could
defeat the other.

Egypt faced threats in other parts of its
empireas well. To the west, a people known
as the Tehenu invaded the Nile Delta.
Ramses fought them off and built a series
of forts to strengthen the western frontier.
‘This proved to be a wise decision because
the Tehenu invaded again a century later.
Faced with Egypt's strengthened defenses,
the Tehenu were defeated once again.

Soon after Ramses the Great died,
invaders called the Sea Peoples sailed into
Southwest Asia. Little is known about
these people. Historians are not even sure
who they were. All we know is that they
were strong warriors who had crushed the
Hittites and destroyed cities in Southwest
Asia. Only after SO years of fighting were
the Egyptians able to turn them back.




image2.png
Egypt survived, but its empire in Asia
was gone. Shortly after the invasions of
the Hittites and the Sea Peoples, the New
Kingdom came to an end. Egypt fell into
a period of violence and disorder. Egypt
would never regain its power.




