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Kepubjic

In a republic, instead of voting directly about what they want to do, asina democracy, peanle
instead vote for people to represent them, and those people decide what to do.

The first republic was the Roman Republic, which was founded about 509 BC, just about the
same time as the first democracy in Athens. The rules about who could vote were about the
same as in Athens too: slaves couldn't vote, and neither could women, or chiidren, or men who
were not citizens. In addition, in Rome you could only vote if you owned land, so a lot of poor
men could not vote at all even though they were free citizens.

The republic was a lot more efficient than the democracy, because most men who could vote
only needed to vote in the big elections, and the rest of the time they could be at work. Only the
Senators, the elected representatives, had to be voting all the time. And men who had been
elected to be judges or to run the city, those were fulii-time jobs: consuls, tribunes, quaestors
(KWEE-stores), and praetors (PRY-tores). (Only people who could vote could be elected, so
only free nmen who were citizens and owned land could run for office).

But the aristocrats (the rich people) fixed it so that it was pretty much impossible to elect
anyone who wasn't already an aristoerat to the senate or to be a consul or a tribune or
anything. So this republic was a lot like an oligarchy in that it tended to be run by rich people.

Empire

An empire is a political unit, with several layers of government. An empire is generally made up
of a lot of kingdoms, chieftains, tribes or whole countries together. Sometimes these smaller
groups are still mostly independent, sometimes they are totally part of the empire. The usual
pattern of empires is that one state, for whatever reason, becomes stronger than its neighbors
and conquers them, creating an empire. The more it conquers, the stronger i gets, and so it
conquers more and more of its neighbors.
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Eventually the empire stops growing, sometimes because it meets neighbors who are stronger
than it is, but more often just because it is inconvenient to fight so far from home.

After some time, the empire weakens and breaks up into smaller states again. There's really no
need to explain why: it's hard to hold an empire together, and any little problem can make it
fall apart. Often, the empire hires weaker people living outside the empire as mercenaries, and
then they end up invading or taking over. Sometimes they have to fight wars on two different
borders at the same time, and they can't afford it. Sometimes there's a plague or a drought.

Often the death of a leader results in civil war.

Polytheism

What do Odin, Zeus, Ra, Vishnu, and Matres have in common? Each belongs to a group of deities, with
worshipers paying homage to multiple deities of varying power. These figures are part of polytheism, or the
belief in and worship of many gods. The roots of this word are poly- ('many’) and -theism ('gods’).

‘Iypicaily 1 polytheism, a particular deity is catied upon for a speciiic event, a specitic need, or the gods”
relationship with an area (grape fields, voleanoes, war) or families (descended from Hercules). Gods would
be organized in a Pantheon, or a collection of all of the gods of a group of people. Some examples would be
the Norse Pantheon, Greek or Roman Pantheon (although be careful with this one, since the Roman
Pantheon was also a building), Egyptian Pantheon, etc.

Ancient polytheistic religions are often referred to as Mythology, a term that reduces them from the religions

they once were. For example, the Greek Mythology of Zeus, Hera, Athena, Ares and others was once a

religion, with priests and priestesses, prophets and followers. But now it has been relegated to fantasy stories {

of the past.

Monotheism

Monotheism is the belief in é single all-powerful god, as opposed to religions that believe in
multiple gods. Judaism, Christianity, and Islam are widely practiced forms of monotheism.

Monotheism comes from the combination of the Greek prefixes monos-, “alone” or “single,” and
theo-, “god.” There are many words that come from the Greek base theo-: theology, polytheist, and
atheism, to name a few. All of these theo- words have to do with god, gods, or the study of religion.
Monotheism is any religion that believes in one god. Buddhism, for instance, isn’t an example of
monotheism because Buddha is not considered a god who created the universe.

vorrupuaon

Corruption is the use of powers by government officials for unearned private gain. Forms of
corruption vary, but include {payment given to a government official in exchange for use of
political power), nepotism (favoring relatives or friends usually for jobs or payments), and
embezzlement {stealing public money for personal use). Corruption often increases and or uses
criminal groups. Misuse of government power for other purposes, such as repression of
political opponents and general police brutality, is also considered political corruption.




