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An Advanced Society

In southern Mesopotamia, a people known as the Sumerians
(s00-MER-ee-unz) developed the world’s first civilization. No one
knows where they came from or when they moved into the
region. However, by 3000 BC, several hundred thousand Sume-
tians had settled in Mesopotamia, In a land they called Sumer
(500-muhr). There they created an advanced soclety.

The City-States of Sumer

Most people in Sumer were farmers. They lived mainly in rural,
or countryside, areas. The centers of Sumerian soclety, however,
were the urban, o city, areas. The first cities in Sumer had about
10,000 residents. Over time, the cities grew. Historlans think
that by 2000 BC, some of Sumer's cities had more than 100,000
residents.

As a result, the basic political unit of Sumer combined the
two parts. This unit was called a city-state. A city-state consisted
of a city and all the countryside around it. The amount of coun-
tryside controlled by each city-state depended on its military
strength. Stronger city-states controlled larger areas.
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City-states in Sumer fought each other
1o gain more farmland. As a result of these
conflicts, the city-states bullt up strong
armics. Sumerians also bullt strong, thick
walls around ther cities for protection.
Individual city-states gained and lost
power over time. By 3500 BC, a city-state
known as Kish had become quite powerful.
Over the next 1,000 years, the city-states of
Urukand Ur fought for dominance. One of
Uruk’s kings, known as Gilgamesh, became
alegendary figure in Sumerian literature.

Rise of the Akkadian Empire

In time, another society developed along
the Tigris and Euphrates. It was created by
the Akkadians (uh-kAY-dee-uhns). They
lived just north of Sumer, but they were
not Sumerians. They even spoke a differ-
ent language than the Sumerians. In spite

of ther differences, however, the Akkadi-
ans and the Sumerians lived in peace for
many years.

‘That peace was broken in the 23005 BC
when Sargon sought to extend Akkadian
territory. He built a new capital, Akkad
(\-kad), on the Euphrates River, near what
s now the city of Baghdad. Sargon was the
first ruler to have a permanent army. He
used that army to launch a series of wars
against neighboring kingdoms.

Sargon's soldiers defeated all the city-
states of Sumer. They also conquered
northern Mesopotamia, finally ~bring-
ing the entire region under his rule. With
these conquests, Sargon established  the
world’s first empire, or land with different
territories and peoples under a single rule.
Sargon's huge empire stretched from the
Persian Gulf to the Mediterrancan Sea.





